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NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOL NOTES 



DEBATE QUERY 

THE query selected for debate this year by the 
High School Debating Union of North Carolina 
is "Resolved, That the United States should adopt a 
policy of further material restriction of immigration," 
Every secondary school in the state is invited to 
become a member of the Union and to participate in 
the debate. A leaflet containing the rules and regu- 
lations under which the debate will be held may be 
had by writing to E. R. Rankin, Secretary of our 
Debating Union, Chapel Hill, N. C. 



DEBATING SOCIETY ORGANIZED AS AN 
INDUSTRIAL CONFERENCE 

THE debating society of the Rocky Mount High 
School has been organized this year as an in- 
dustrial conference. Read what Mr. R. F. Moseley, 
principal of the school, has to say about it : 

"Our Industrial Conference was organized as the 
result of an effort to substitute for the old-fashioned 
literary society, with its cut-and-dried programs, 
some organization which would give the same opportu- 
nities for public speaking and would at the same time 
be life-like enough to get and hold the interest of the 
boys. Membership in this organization is entirely vol- 
untary, but judging from two or three weeks' experi- 
ence, I don't believe our conference will break up for 
lack of members. At the last meeting nearly 50 boys 
were present out of an enrollment of something like a 
hundred and twenty-five boys in the high school. I 
am very much encouraged over the prospect of making 
the conference all that I hoped it would be." 



MOUNT AIRY SCHOOL NEWS 

MR. J. H. Allred, who has been a lieutenant Q. 
M. C. overseas for eighteen months, is prin- 
cipal of the Mount Airy high school this year. Mr. 
Allred is a graduate of the University of North Caro- 
lina in the class of 1916, and stood high in his class. 
In addition to being principal of the high school, he 
is also teacher of French. 

There being no physical laboratory in the Mount 
Airy high school, it is the plan of Supt. L. M. Epps 
to take advantage of physical principles in actual 
operation. Therefore the physics classes will from 
time to time visit such industries as the furniture fac- 
tories, garages, ice plant, power house, printing offices, 
etc., and observe the principles of physics actually at 
work. 



The high school pupils through the English de- 
partment will make a survey this winter of the city 
of Mount Airy, and endeavor to broaden the useful- 
ness of the pupils by having them get practical knowl- 
edge and figures from the various activities and in- 
dustries of the city. It will also give them new life 
in their English, because it will be made known that 
they are writing for publication instead of for a mere 
pass mark. Furthermore, it is believed that the 
knowledge gained by this project will acquaint the 
pupils with what is going on in their own city, and 
therefore prepare them for more useful citizens when 
they shall have finished school. 

To stimulate interest in the literary societies, an 
effort will be made to -arrange a schedule with some 
of the neighboring towns for a series of debates this 
winter. 

Why is this not as important as a basketball 
schedule ? 



CHARLOTTE'S 4-MINUTE SPEAKERS 

LAST spring Superintendent H. P. Harding, of 
the Charlotte City Schools, conceived a plan to 
encourage more of his grammar school graduates to 
enter high school this fall. His plan is simple and 
proved to be effective. In answer to our inquiry 
as to how it worked, he reports : 

"Replying to your inquiry about our four-minute 
speakers and their work in the seventh grades last 
year, I am pleased to state that we selected twelve of 
the best speakers in our senior class and at the Eng- 
lish period each day six of them went with me in an 
automobile to one of the grammar schools and made 
four-minute talks to the seventh grade children. They 
told them of the special courses offered in the high 
school, of the work in manual training and domestic 
science, bookkeeping and stenography, and the courses 
preparing for college. They also told them of the 
literary societies, athletic clubs, Y. M. C. A. and Y. 
W. C. A. activities in the school, and of the social life 
in the High School. They also emphasized the im- 
portance of boys and girls staying in school as long 
as possible. We would go to the school and put one 
pupil in each seventh grade so that all were talking 
at one time, therefore, we missed very little time from 
school. On the next day the other six seniors would 
go to another school and follow the same plan. 

"As a result of this we have 294 pupils enrolled in 
our freshman class in the high school. We have a 
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much larger per cent of last year's seventh grade pu- 
pils back in school than we have had for years. 

"These seniors did their work so well that they 
were invited to speak in the various theatres and 
moving picture houses of the city in the Red Cross 
campaign and in the Thrift Stamp campaign." 



PROGRESSIVE WINSTON-SALEM 

/"\N October 7th, the city of Winston-Salem car- 
^-' ried an election with only twelve dissenting votes 
for a bond issue of $800,000 for new school buildings 
— the largest amount ever voted at one time for 
school purposes by any North Carolina municipality 
or county. Such forward-looking action bears elo- 
quent testimony to the fact that the ever-progressive 
Twin-City is wide-awake to its educational needs and 
opportunities. 

The money is to be divided as follows : East Win- 
ston-Salem, $100,000; North Winston and Fairview, 
$100,000; Salem and Granville, $100,000; colored 
schools, $100,000; high school plant, $400,000. 

The amount shown for the high school plant no- 
where nearely represents the proposed cost of this 
plant. The total cost will be at least $1,000,000. In 
our next issue will appear a cut of the proposed high 
school building and a short description of it. 

The Journal extends hearty congratulations to 
Superintendent Latham and his co-workers on so no- 
table an achievement. 



CITY SUPERINTENDENTS TO STUDY TEACHER 
TRAINING 

A GROUP of city superintendents and city high 
■* ^-school principals down in the eastern part of the 
state have adopted a professional plan that ought to 
have far-reaching effects. They have agreed to come 
together once every month at Kinston and under direc- 
tion study at first-hand the problems of administering 
their schools. 

The first meeting of the year, for the purpose of 
organization and laying of detailed plans was held on 
Friday night and Saturday, October 10 and 11. Cur- 
tis, of Kinston; Wilson and Moseley, of Rocky 
Mount ; Smith and Williams, of New Bern ; Wright, 
Underwood, Austin and Swanson, of Greenville; 
Ashley and Campbell, of Washington; Bachman and 
Purcell, of Tarboro ; Hamilton, of Goldsboro ; New- 
ton, of Dover; Josselyn, of Vanceboro; Williams, of 
the University, were present for this first meeting. 
On Saturday morning A. T. Allen of the State De- 
partment dropped in for a while. 



After discussion and deliberation these schoolmen 
decided that a consideration of the teacher training 
problem was of vital concern to them. They chose 
as their topic for the November meeting this general 
topic — Teacher Training. This they divided under 
two main headings, (1) Training of Teachers in Ser- 
vice, (2) Training Prospective Teachers. The first 
sub-topic is to be treated under three sub-heads, (a) 
Training through supervisors and supervising princi- 
pals, (b) Training through study classes, (c) Train- 
ing by individual assistance. The second sub-topic 
will be treated also under three sub-heads, (a) The 
problem defined, (b) Possibilities within the City 
systems, (c) Difficulties in the way. 

Each superintendent will discuss one of these topics 
as assigned to him for not over fifteen minutes. A 
general discussion will then follow open to all. 

The high school principals will begin a study of the 
problem of retardation and elimination in the high 
school, basing their work primarily upon the situation 
as found in their own schools. For the November 
meeting they will assemble the facts according to a 
form agreed upon. 

It is a very insignificant fact that these men have 
adopted this plan of their own desire and are working 
out their own problems in conjunction. It should 
mean much for public education in North Carolina. — 
L. A. W. 



Burlington High School, Miss Edith Hassell, Prin- 
cipal : (1) A second man teacher added; (2) com- 
munity civics made compulsory in first year; (3) 
civics and social problems made compulsory in fourth 
year; (4) enough electives offered to permit students 
to graduate without Latin. 



Thomasville High School, J. N. Hauss, Superin- 
tendent : Thomasville has added one year to its high 
school course, making it four years. The length of 
term has also been extended to nine months and an- 
other teacher added to the high school faculty. 



Lexington High School, J. H. Cowles, Superinten- 
dent: We are pleased to report the following pro- 
gressive steps recently taken in Lexington: (1) the 
election of some live, progressive, interested men on 
our board of ducation; (2) the extension of high 
school periods to 45 minutes with not more than six 
periods of work for any teacher each day ; (3) im- 
provement of library facilities ; (4) doubled special 
tax; (5) called election on school bonds. 



224 



THE HIGH SCHOOL JOURNAL 



Mt. Gilead High School, R. C. Cox, Principal : The 
following changes or advances have been made since 
last annual report. The principal employed for twelve 
months; two adjoining districts added for this year 
with a view to consolidation. A third teacher for 
high school department provided for; International 
Encyclopedia added to the library. The teaching 
force is much stronger than last year. 



THE N. E. A. MEETING 

IT is time to begin thinking and planning about go- 
ing to Cleveland, Ohio, February 23 to 28. These 
are the dates for the semi-centennial meeting of the 
Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A. 

This ought to be, and undoubtedly will be, one of 
the most worth-while educational meetings of the 
year. The N. E. A. is the official body representing 
the hundreds of thousands of teachers, superinten- 
dents and school workers all over the United States. 
This winter meeting of the Department of Superin- 
tendence has come to be the livest part of the larger 
organization. 

The representation of school men from North 
Carolina has been steadily growing every year and we 
ought to have a larger delegation than ever present 
this year. Keep these dates in mind. Plan your 
work so you can go. Ask your board to meet your ex- 
penses ; it is a good investment for them and for you. 
— L. A. W. 



ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS IN THE SOUTH 

THE next session of the Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools of the Southern States 
will be held in Louisville, Ky., Dec. 4th and 5th, ac- 
cording to the announcement recently sent out by 
Professor Charles G. Maphis, President of the Asso- 
ciation. This meeting was originally scheduled to be 
held in New Orleans the last week in October. When 
the Executive Committee decided to postpone the 
meeting to a later date, it was found necessary, on ac- 
count of the crowded hotel conditions in New Or- 
leans, also to change the place of meeting, and Louis- 
ville was chosen. On account of the epidemic of in- 
fluenza no meeting was held last year. 

A matter of considerable importance in connec- 
tion with the Louisville meeting will be the organiza- 
tion of the Commission on Colleges appointed at the 
last meeting of the Association to study college stan- 
dards in the South and to report on same with a view 
to agreeing upon some basis of classification. This 



Commission will undertake to do for higher educa- 
tion what the Commission on Accredited Schools has 
done and is doing for secondary education in the 
South. 

The Commission on Accredited Schools, following 
its usual custom, will meet a day in advance of the As- 
sociation. Reports from all schools now accredited 
by the Commission, together with applications from 
non-accredited schools that wish to be accredited will 
be called for in November. 



BOOK NOTES AND REVIEWS 

Sentences and Thinking. By Foerster, Norman and Stead- 
man, J. M., Jr. Pages, iv + 121. Houghton, Mifflin 
Company, Boston, 1919. 75 cents. 

This little book, which is designed for the use of college 
freshmen or high school seniors, affords a remarkably clear 
and succinct review of the essential matters in English com- 
position. It differs from other such books, not only by omit- 
ting both the grammatical labyrinths through which the stu- 
dent has already travelled and the heights of stylish dis- 
cussion on which he cannot advance, but by giving him on 
middle ground a guidance which is reasonable rather than 
arbitrary. Thus, Chapter I, "Sentences and Punctuation," 
proceeds from the familiar doctrine that punctuation is in- 
tended to "make the meaning of the sentence clear to the 
reader," and allows that doctrine to shed far more light on 
the subject than it usually does in a text-book. Chapter 
II, "Sentences and Thinking," deals similarly with the logi- 
cal principles of subordination, parallelism, emphasis, and 
economy, and exposes the radical sin of vagueness. Chap- 
ter III, "Summary Sentences," teaches the student how to 
think clearly for himself through practice in grasping and 
condensing the thought of others. Throughout all the chap- 
ters, illustrative matter is used which has value either be- 
cause it is akin to the student's own mode of thought or be- 
cause it arrests his attention by intrinsic interest and pi- 
quancy. — H. M. D. 

La Belgique Triotnphantc : Ses Luttes, ses Souffrances, — sa 
Liberte. Par L'Abbe Joseph Larsimont. Assistant Di- 
recteur du Bureau Beige de New York. Cloth. Illus- 
trated, ix — 311 pages. Price $1.40 cents. World Book 
Company, Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York. 

A timely and interesting illustrated elementary reader, 
with exercises and vocabulary, for the use of beginners in 
French who have mastered the fundamentals of grammar. 
It gives a comprehensive account of Belgian history from 
the time of Caesar to the present day. Famous cities and 
their buildings, descriptions of celebrated works of art, the 
legends of the country, biographies of renowned Belgians, 
and interesting episodes from, the history of the recent war 
are attractively combined to furnish the American student 
an interesting account of the Belgians of today and yester- 
day. Each lesson is provided with exercises for use in oral 
or written work, a complete vocabulary, map, a descriptive 
table of the proper names occurring in the text and several 
songs with music. 



